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Welcome David & Miranda Cue to the PCSC family

YOUNG DINGA’S DIATRIBE
BY - COMMODORE JOHN IBELL

Aloha,
Glad to see the sailing has picked up from where we left off before Christmas. The dinghy fleet seems
to be growing weekly which is great news for the club and also for competition within the fleet. Close
sailing can only improve everyone’s skills and confidence which helps for those times you get involved in
big fleet sailing. This type of sailing can be daunting and needs a cool head and to know exactly what
you and your boat can do in all types of conditions. I saw a report from an Impulse sailor competing in
the Sabre Victorian titles where they were 10 boats wide going around marks! How exciting would that
be!
Tight racing also assists the race committees in sharpening their skills and course laying. I heard from a
respected and reliable source that the “individual recall” rule nearly had to be used for the first time in a
long time on the dinghies on the weekend! This type of action can only help us to gain the Impulse
State titles in 2017, the first titles to be held here in a long long time. Congratulations to all involved
making this happen!
Speaking of race committees and other volunteers, did you know there are a number of courses
supplied by Yachting Australia to train you in a number of areas to ensure consistency and competency
on the water? Training includes Sailing Instructor and power boat/rescue handling to name a couple.
The club will reimburse nominated attendees for these courses so if you are keen to assist and gain
some qualifications along the way please let us know. We currently have one member away completing
the Sailing Instructors course.
Travelling for sailing this back end of the season will be many and varied. Brisbane to Gladstone,
Bundaberg Sailing Club Interclub Challenge, Keppel Bay May Day, Yeppoon to Mackay, Bay to Bay, CQ
series and Eastern State Impulse Titles are a few I can think of off the top of my head. While we lose a
few members for these events it is good to see a core of people turning up to sail on Saturdays. We
also throw the ASP and Val Sisley regattas in there and we have a good mix of club and interclub
sailing, yahoo!
The lease discussions have slowed however are continuing. A new CEO of GPC may not be announced
until July which can cause a further delay. A development plan is being formulated by myself and will
table to the committee and all members in the near future. Please contact me if you have any specific
or wild ideas about what you would like to happen at the club over the next 1,2,5 10, 25 and 50 years
as a starter.
January trading saw an expected low trading result recorded. This expectation was recognised through
our budgeting reviews and will be reviewed again for next year. The January period is proving to be a
difficult period to plan for staffing and goods as the town changes or the weather continues to surprise
us. Overall we are still above budget which shows the work of all Brian, the staff and management is
providing a reliable and supported environment in these times of uncertainty. If you have been putting
off coming to the club because it’s too busy then it is time to change your views. Saturday night sees a
couple singing and playing piano in the Gladstone Room. Very relaxing, not loud and entertaining!
Remember Easter is just round the corner so if you are staying in town and at a loose end please see
one of the committee or Barry to see where you can help! Looks like the Blessing of the Fleet will go
ahead so make sure you get your boat entered and decorated and enjoy a day on the water.
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YOUNG DINGA’S DIATRIBE
BY COMMODORE JOHN IBELL

Just a few notes on the sailing scene;




Don’t know if you saw the news from Pittwater where one person has died and another seriously
injured on the weekend while sailing. No news yet as to how it happened however it is a rare
event which is being investigated. A timely reminder to stay safe and keep a good lookout whilst
on the water, especially over the Easter period.
The rescue and start boats are continually looking for volunteers, so if you know of someone who
would like to be on the water every Saturday, roaring around in someone else’s boat and gaining
the experience of helping someone out when in trouble, please point them towards any member
of the sailing committee. They will be welcomed with open arms! Remember, if you’re available
please let the sailing committee know ASAP so they are not pulling their hair out at the last minute
trying to find a crew.

Continue to enjoy your sailing and the Club’s facilities and many thanks again to the large number of
volunteers that continue to assist with all facets of the club. It is truly appreciated!
Yours in sailing,
Young Dinga.

Page 3

Page 4

Page 5

Dressing and Blessing of the Fleet
Good Friday – 25th March 2016
Gladstone Fes val and Events is organising the Blessing and Dressing of the fleet on Good Friday,
and following feedback from last year will schedule the event to follow (or precede) the Ra Race so
the crowd may extend their stay on the foreshore and enjoy both events.
Our Club contributes in a small way with the Blessing and Dressing by designing the course and
leading the precession with MV Jack Mortensen. For this li le involvement our Junior Sailing
receives a cash dona on from the event proceeds.
It would be terrific if our sailors would enter their boats as well. Decorate your boat, and yourself if
feel the urge, and join the precession.
Please visit the Gladstone Fes vals and Events website for entry form and details.
h p://gladstonefes val.com/harbourfes val/whats‐on/on‐the‐harbour
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From The Sailing Committee
The Sailing Committee wishes our B2G sailors the very best for a good race in a few weeks time.
Soon Wistari, Restless and No Problem will be heading off for the race.
Hopefully you all will have an event-free passage south and a great sail home!
———————————————————————————————————————————————
Junior Sailing is underway on Saturday morning. After completing some practice sessions, racing
short courses has begun off Spinnaker Park
———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

The grass areas around the HERC shed is becoming busy with the increased amount of dinghies.
Please make sure you park away from the designated rigging area.
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Rescue Boat Helpers Needed
Our Dinghy fleet depends on HERC and Red Rib
being crewed and on the water to keep us safe.
With our dinghy fleet increasing all the time, this is
more crucial now than ever.
We are asking for anyone who can volunteer some
of their time to help crew the rescue boats.
Whether it be helping out every weekend or a few
days here and there, we honestly appreciate any
help that you can give
This might also be a great way for some of our
new sailors to get to know the PCSC sailors and
learn what is involved when we race on the water.
It is a fun way to get out on the water and have
some fun!
If you can help contact Reception on 4972 2294 or
email Colleen Sawatzki at
sawazkim@bigpond.net.au

Price Buster Drink Ticket $14.00 per ticket for 5 drinks
basic beer, house wine or soft drink.
The vouchers can be used on Fridays from 2pm to 6pm.
Only available to Life Members,
Ordinary Members and Pensioners
Available from the main bar.
(Premium Tap Beer and Ciders Excluded)
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BUNDABERG ALL BOAT REGATTA 2016
BY MARIA MOHRHOLZ

There is a first time for everything. And even though
Bundaberg is just down the road, I had never sailed or
been to the Bundaberg sailing club. They have got a nice
clubhouse and a few acres of nice grassy rigging and
camping area.
The sailing area is the Burnett River near Burnett Heads
and past the Port out into open waters along the shipping
lane and in front of the beach.
The Bundy guys thought they must have a case of
Murphy's law. The worst wind direction for river sailing
and a cyclonic low passing in front of the Port shipping
lane and open waters, for their best attended regatta
since years.
They had around 40 boats in total. 80% cats in all shapes
and sizes. Trailer sailors, dinghies and three optimists for
the juniors made up the fleet. David Mann and I flying the
flag for PCSC with the Impulses.
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BUNDABERG ALL BOAT REGATTA 2016
BY MARIA MOHRHOLZ

We were given 3 races for the first day. Two in the river in front of the sailing club, and one race past the
port along the shipping lane to the open water. It did not look easy even looking at the river. Big gusts of
~ 18knt and ~ 10knt wind, with patches of little or no wind from the SE on an outgoing tide.
Sending the yachts and trailer sailors off with the first start on a long course to the open waters. The big
fleet of cats for the second start. And the dinghies and junior for the third start.
The windward mark was up the river. Back down to the Port and the finish in front of the clubhouse for
the first 2 races. Busy waters with trying wind conditions. Sheeting in and out, from a full hick to the
middle of the boat in seconds. Changing wind directions, starboard and water, you could not
lose concentration for a moment.
The third race was a long one, past the port into the shipping Channel. The turning marks where channel
markers. The big cats had to use pylon number 8. But the rest and the dinghies got to turn on 14, which
was just on the edge of open water by the bundwall. Wind and waves increased as we turned the corner
past the port. Getting bigger as we fought our way to 14. Gybing around the channel marker in big waves
and square run back, with full pressure in the sail. David Mann was always leading our dinghy fleet and
an NS 14 and I battled for second and third place. The lasers were far behind us. I managed to come
second in that race. It was a very tough day on the water.
As most of the sailors were camping. We all settled for a nice dinner with music. It was a very social and
enjoyable evening. Even the mossies were very friendly in the night.
Two more races on Sunday just on the river in front of the sailing club. The wind was a bit stronger and
the gusts as well. We saw some spectacular capsizing from the cats just after the start. Sailing was as
taxing as the day before.

And I messed up the last race as the wind was disappearing just at the end. Still got a third place overall,
with David Mann winning the dinghy class.
A big Thank You to the Bundaberg Sailing Club for a fine weekend of sailing. A well run regatta and
friendly hospitality.
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Port Curtis Sailing Club Calendar 2015-16
W Date

Tides

Start

Event

Friday
4-3-16
Saturday
5-3-16

1800
2348
1253
1853

3.24
1.37
1.18
3.50

1600
2000

Friday Social Sailing

1400

Championship Heat 6

Friday
11-3-16
Saturday
12-3-16
Friday
18-3-16
Saturday
19-3-16

1708 0.47
23.15 4.35

1600
2000

Friday Social Sailing

1400

Head of Harbour 2
heat 3

1600
2000

Friday Social Sailing

1134
1751
1225
1836
1311
1923

4.12
0.71
1.19
3.49
1.01
3.68

1400

Saturday 1037 3.76
26-3-16 1636 0.99
Friday
1-4-16

1013 1.68
1608 2.98

Saturday
2-4-16
Sunday
3-4-16

1124
1725
1221
1824

1.40
3.25
1.08
3.57

Friday
8-4-16

1603 0.28
22.11 4.59

Friday
22-4-16

Friday
29-4-16
Saturday
30-4-16
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1600
2000

Friday Social Sailing

1800

Adult Start Sailing
Theory Night

1400

Sprint Series 2 - heats
1 & 2 (dinghies 1 to 4)

0800

Adult Start Sailing 2

1600
2000

Friday Social Sailing

1.20
3.46

1000

Barker Family Fairway
& Watson Tripod
(yachts only)

3.84
1.04

0800

Adult Start Sailing 3

1513 0.80
21.34 4.06

1600
2000

Friday Social Sailing

1400

Championship Heat 5

0800

Adult Start Sailing 4

1600
2000

Friday Social Sailing

1400

Spint Series 2 - heats
3 & 4 (dinghies 5-8)

2.93
1.67
3.05
1.62

Cary
Scotton

Barry Austin

Barry Austin

Colleen
Sawatzki
End School Holidays Sunday 10-4-16
Friday Social Sailing

1406
1949
1533
2123

Barry Austin

75th Anniversary of
PCSC (no sailing)

1600
2000

Saturday 0914 3.83
23-4-16 1513 0.80
Sunday 1013 3.59
24-4-16 1605 0.93

Colleen
Sawatzki

EASTER

Adult Start Sailing 1

1155
Saturday
1809
16-4-16
Sunday 0618
17-4-16 1241

MV Jack
Rescue
Duty
Mortensen
Herc
Red
Boat
Starter
Roster Duty Boat
2 members capable of performing duties
on board support boats
Quoin Area is the preferred dinghy
course - weather permitting

Head of Harbour 2
Martin
Barry Austin
heat 4
Cooper
School Holidays Start Friday 25-3-16

0800

Saturday 1031 4.18
1645 0.44
9-4-16
Sunday 1119 3.91
10-4-16 1727 0.71
1708 3.22
Friday
15-4-16 23.10 1.51

PRO

Colleen
Sawatzki
Colleen
Sawatzki

Barry
Austin

Barry Austin

Colleen
Sawatzki

Peter
Mann
Colleen
Sawatzki

Barry Austin

Port Curtis Sailing Club Calendar 2015-16
W Date

Tides

Start

1400
Saturday 1533 3.05
30-4-16 2123 1.62

Event

PRO

Sprint Series 2 - heats
3 & 4 (dinghies 5-8)
Bay to Bay - weekend
May

MV Jack
Rescue
Duty
Mortensen
Herc
Red
Boat
Starter
Roster Duty Boat
2 members capable of performing duties
on board support boats
Quoin Area is the preferred dinghy
course - weather permitting
Barry Austin

KBSC May Day
Regatta - Arrow State
Sunday
1-5-16

1042
1.25
1650 3.31

Friday
6-5-16

1457
0.27

KBSC May Day
Regatta - Arrow State
Titles
1600
2000

Friday Social Sailing

1400

Head of Harbour 2
heat 5

1512
Friday
3.04
13-5-16
Saturday 1004 1.35
14-5-16 1628 3.15

1600
2000

Friday Social Sailing

1400

Championship Heat 7

1412
Friday
0.81 2040
20-5-16
Saturday 1441 0.79
21-5-16 2110 4.09

1600
2000

Friday Social Sailing

1400

SRD

Saturday 1540 0.31
2152 4.65
7-5-16

Saturday
28-5-16
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PRESENTATION
NIGHT
Exclusive use of

Peter
Mann

Barry Austin

Dan Ware Barry Austin

Barry Austin

Our newest Life member was rummaging through the cupboards the other day and found a copy of
Straphanger celebrating the 50th Anniversary of our club in 1991.
That was a good find Colleen!

Clubhouse hit..............
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HEAD OF THE HARBOUR SERIES - HEAT 2
PHOTOGRAPHS COURTESY OF MARINA HOBBS
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HEAD OF THE HARBOUR SERIES 2 - HEAT 1
PHOTOGRAPHS COURTESY OF MARINA HOBBS
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The PCSC proudly gives thanks to;

Gladstone Yacht Club

Port Curtis Sailing Club

Manager: Brian Dawson ~ brian@gyc.com.au

Commodore: John Ibell (0429 855 180)

Functions: Karen Dawson ~ functions@gyc.com.au

Vice Commodore: Colleen Sawatzki (4972 2844)

Main Reception ~ admin@gyc.com.au

Club Captain: Lex Moran (0418 794 286)

Phone: 07 4972 2294 or Fax: 07 4972 7872

Treasurer: Robert Auty (0417 609 293)

Web: www.gyc.com.au

Secretary: Brian Dawson (0418 722 243)
Sailing Liaison: Sarah Perez (0403 479 373)

Straphanger Contributions
We want to hear what you have to say.
If you would like to contribute to any future editions of the PCSC Straphanger, please contact
Straphanger Editor Cary Scotton by email at: c_scotton @bigpond.com or
reception on: Ph: 07 4972 2294 or Email: admin@gyc.com.au
The cut off date for receipt of contributions is the 28th of the month
Disclaimer:
The Port Curtis Sailing Club (PCSC) Straphanger is published and distributed on a monthly basis by the
Staff of the PCSC. Articles reflect the personal opinions of authors and contributing persons, and may not
reflect those views of the PCSC. The PCSC does not guarantee the accuracy of articles and statements
published within the PCSC by contributors/authors. Due to copyright issues we cannot include any
articles that have been previously published from other publications. We do not have the resources to gain
permission to do so.

FAMOUS for our Sailing, FAMOUS for our Food,
FAMOUS for our Wines, FAMOUS for our Service.

